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In this presentation, I will delve into the history of standardization in Dutch, and use the 
findings of our historical investigations as a basis for reflection on the present and future 
of standardization practice. I will begin with some theoretical reflections on 
standardization from a historical sociolinguistic perspective (Auer et al., 2015), drawing 
mostly on Joseph et al. (2020) and Rutten & Vosters (2021). Next, I will discuss several 
myths concerning Dutch language, particularly regarding the form and status of Dutch in 
the Southern Low Countries (present-day Belgium), and debunk these myths based on 
recent research (e.g. Rutten & Vosters, 2016, 2023; Vosters et al., 2010). In particular, I 
will focus on prescriptive efforts in language history, systematically comparing 
prescribed norms with linguistic practices, and concluding with some thoughts on the 
complex and layered relationship between norms and usage (cf. Lismont et al., 2023). 
Based on this historical overview, I will then end by offering some thoughts for the 
present and future of standardization, prescriptivism and language advice in Dutch and 
for languages with a similar sociolinguistic profile more generally.  

References 

Auer, A., Peersman, C., Pickl, S., Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2015). Historical sociolinguistics: The 
field and its future. Journal of Historical Sociolinguistics, 1(1), 1–12. 

Joseph, J. E., Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2020). Dialect, language, nation: Fifty years on. Language 
Policy, 19(2), 161–182. 

Lismont, E., Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2023). Dutch prescriptivism in a historical-sociolinguistic 
perspective. Measuring the effect of institutionalized prescriptivism. In J. Beal, M. Lukač, 
& R. Straaijer (Eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Linguistic Prescriptivism (pp. 447–463). 
Routledge. 10.4324/9781003095125-29 

Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2016). Prescriptivism between the devil and the deep blue sea: 
Competing language norms in the Southern Low Countries (1815−1830). In I. Tieken-
Boon van Ostade & C. Percy (Eds.), Prescription and tradition in language. Establishing 
standards across time and space (pp. 137–151). Multilingual matters. 

Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2021). Language standardization ‘from above.’ In W. Ayres-Bennett & J. 
Bellamy (Eds.), The Cambridge Handbook of Language Standardization (pp. 65–92). 
Cambridge University Press. 

Rutten, G., & Vosters, R. (2023). Testing Frenchification. A sociolinguistic analysis of French loan 
morphology in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Dutch. Roczniki Humanistyczne, 
71(6), 225–248. 

Vosters, R., Rutten, G., & Van der Wal, M. (2010). Mythes op de pijnbank. Naar een 
herwaardering van de taalsituatie in de Nederlanden in de achttiende en negentiende 
eeuw. Verslagen en Mededelingen van de Koninklijke Academie voor Nederlandse Taal- 
en Letterkunde, 120(1), 93–112. 

 


